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The Scanion Report

Happy New Year! I'm writing to you having completed our Advent and Christmas Day service:
and feel as though time is speeding up as | approach my move to Nashville. | have now sold r
house and moved some of my furniture and possessions to my parent's basement in Athens, G
hope this newsletter article helps to express my gratitude and thoughts as | approach my fit
Sunday with you on January 15.

In August of 2008, you welcomed me as your new Associate Pastor. | was eager to accept
challenge of living for the first time in my adult life in a small university town in the South. |

bought my first home and lawn mower, not yet appreciating the hot and humid summers to con
making the small lawn | cut in California while growing up seem literally like a walk in the park. |
was warmly welcomed and quickly began to feel as if | knew you.

The church was filled the day Dr. Bill Lytle, a former moderator of General Assembly, preache
at my installation service. Bill, who performed my infant baptism, was my first pastor. | wantec
you, my new church community, to appreciate him not only as a church leader but as one w
never failed to ask us to examine our commitment to follow Christ's teachings and compassic
Bill, who died in May of 2011, was a believer in mission. | wanted to inspire members of Firs
Presbyterian to get excited about exploring broader mission opportunities the way Bill ha
challenged my life.

- Continued-



When | was called, the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee asked me to increase t
congregation's involvement in mission. | feel we have begun to realize how our congregation m
benefit from more participants attending mission experiences, having come off a year that se
five youth and six adults to Mexico as well as a recent relsadking twentyparticipant trip to

Haiti. With educational and rewarding trips to Atlanta, the Gulf Coast, the Arizona/Mexico borde
and most recently Haiti, | pray the seed to continue reaching out to others in mission is firml
planted. | deeply believe we will only grow in our faith when we begin to serve others.

| am also proud of the progress made with other ministries in our congregation. The Deacons he
become a cohesive unit of caregivers reaching out to those in need. The membership &
hospitality team has exploded in size, helping to welcome visitors in worship and assistin
different generations in knowing one another. Finally, our support of Doors of Hope offers
potential solution to the ongoing need we experience locally, offering a-U@Enithstead of a
"handout" by challenging those living on the margins to change behaviors that keep them in
cycle of poverty.

I've reached a point in my life when it is time to experience some new "firsts." In March, | will be
married to Joanne and begin to learn what our life together as a couple will be like. We will live i
Nashville, which will be a new experience for me along with attending her downtown Presbyteria
church. For the first time since graduating college, | will take a needed break, a spiritual sabbatic
of sorts, to get ready for the next challenge to which God is calling me. Of course, | will continu
to work on completing my course work in the Doctor of Ministry program at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. My next class begins on January 17.

Every experience we have in life teaches us so much about ourselves, about relationships, at
God's call for our lives and about what is truly important in life. My time in Oxford has provided
me such greater understanding and appreciation for the challenges we all face in life as we m:
small steps to further God's kingdom on earth as individual families, a denomination and as -
organized church in a changing secular world.

| want to thank you all for allowing me the special opportunity to serve with you for the past thre
and a half years. While | now feel called to a new ministry, | will go taking many memories,
experiences, lessons and sermon material with me. I'll never forget my time in Oxford and ho
you have touched and shaped my life and ministry. I'll carry you and the experience with m
never forgetting your generosity and many kindnesses. My prayers remain with you as we :
continue to grow in how we express our faith.



A Message
from the Pastor

Transitions in the life of any church are always challenging because they involve the aspect of chan
something humans often handle with no shortage of angst. Such is our lot as the New Year brings
us Jonathan Scanl onds departure.

Since being called here in 2008, Jonathan has brought his unique talents into our midst, advocating
justice, seeking to open our eyes to the import of outreach and abiding with those in grief or pa
while working to strengthen our Diaconate and cultivate the faith journeys of our burgeoning youn
adult membership and their families.

Personally, Jonathan has been a trusted and valued colleague for me. He understands well the rol
an associate pastor and has been consistent in his support of my ministry in addition to being a gc
friend. His keen sense of humor and innate perceptive abilities are two of his many gifts | will miss.

It is safe to say Jonathan has a lot on his plate these days; he is engaged to the lovely Joanne Walc
IS moving to a new city, is seeking new employment and continues to work on his doctorate i
ministry, to name just a few stressors. Yet, | am confident he knows he is accompanied and uplift
by a God who goes with hidh and with us through each day of our journey of faith. He believes in a
God whose love is unending, whose grace is immeasurable and whose message for us to live in pe
Is immutable and something we should all strive to accomplish.

| hope you will plan to attend a reception for Jonatha®Swmday, January 15at noon in Fellowship
Hal | to offer him your best wishes for the f
relationships a pastor forms in the parish that he is able to see the monument of his ministry.

| know Jonathan joins me in welcoming Rev. Ann H. Kelly as our Interim Associate Pastor or
January 17. Ann is no stranger to First Presbyterian Church and brings her own gifts and talents
ministry in our midst. Sheoll be focusing on
an emphasis on young adult education and fellowship. Be sure to welcome Ann on board when vy
see her.

While webre making changes, five new el ders

8 upon their installation. At our December Session meeting, we had the pleasure of hearing the fa
statements of these nine, all of which were well written, thoughtful and encouraging to me as
t hought about how seriously they each take t
Spirit will abide with our elders and deacons and give each of them wisdom and energy for the tas
at hand.

May 20127 our 178" anniversary year be both meaningful and productive as we continue to serve
as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ here and elsewhere.

Happy New Year to all! ﬁaﬂ/



Worship

Lectionary Texts for January
January 1- Isaiah 61:1062:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4; Luke 2:2240
January 8- Genesis 1:15; Psalm 29; Acts 19:47; Mark 1:4-11
January 15- 1 Samuel 3:110 (1:20); Psalm 139:16, 1318
January 22- Jonah 3:1:-5, 10; Psalm 62:512; 1 Corinthians 7:2931; Mark 1:14-20
January 29- Deuteronomy 18:1520; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:13; Mark 1:21-28

Worship Schedule

8:30 am Worship (communion)
9:30am Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

The Installation/Ordination of Officers
will take place during the 11:00 am service of worship
Sunday, January 8, 2012.
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A reception for Rev. Jonathan Scanlon
will be held following 11:00 am worship
Sunday, January 15, 2012.
All are invited to attend.
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Summary of the Stated Session Meeting, December 12, 2011

The Session of First Presbyterian Church met on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 5:30 pm in Fellowship He
All seventeen Elders were present.

The Moderator read the Christmas story from LukeZf1
Elder Harry Alexander shared his faith story.

The Clerk reported on a letter from the Presbytery of St. Andrew noting the upcoming election of a Youn
Adult Advisory Delegate to the General Assembly to be held the week of June 30, 2012. If interested
submitting a nominee, it must be done in the next few weeks. Additionally a Ruling Elder Commissioner wil
be elected, but this person does not have to be nominated until March.

Order of the Day i Officer Examinations: New officers for Elder and Deacon for the Class of 2014 read
their faith statements to the Session and offered their observations about Presbyterian government
important elements of being an officer. After this examination, motion was made and approved unanimous
to sustain the slate of nominees as named.

Ministry Team reports are, as follows:

Mission: Invited guest, Dr. Greg Patton, reported on the recent trip to Haiti and expressed thanks to tt
Session for its support.

Finance: Our financial status through November, 2011 was reviewed. Pledges continue to come in, and
more complete report will be given at the January meeting.

Adult Christian Education: This ministry team is in transition until Rev. Ann Kelly begins her work with
the group. A major focus of the team will be on the young adult group.

Chil drends Chr iThe youhrare twatking reatd with IChristmas tree and cookbook sales, with

each individual working 10 hours. Approximately 80% of the trees have been sold, and a record profit

expected to be made. Appreciation was expressed for Daniel Howie and his commitment to guiding the yot
and their projects. Further appreciation was expressed to Allyson and Darren Ashmore for their assistance.
Worship: Ushers for Christmas Eve were reviewed, as well as those who will serve seated communion.

was noted that we will not have communion on Christmas Day. Communion will be served on January

2012 instead of January 8, 2012.

The following officers were elected for 2012: Treasurer, Al Ling; Financial Secretary, Ruthann Ray;
Moderator Pro Tem, Trey Byars.

The subl ease agreement between Jason Plunk (Tayl

The annual charter agreement between First Presbyterian Church and Yocona Area Council, Boy Scouts
America was renewed.

The Session Retreat will be held Saturday, January 7, 2012, at the DeVoe cabin.

The next stated Session meeting will be January 9, 2012 at 5:30 pm in the Session Room.



Leogane school girls in front of their

After an hourdos drive from Leogat@nfordrysth8ol buillifgs.
mountains, the group had to hike an hour and a

half to reach the hamlet of Petit Harpon, where
one of the remote medical clinics is located.

Ruins of the Catholic cathedral
in Port-au-Prince.
The halls of Hopital Ste. Croix
receive a fresh coat of paint.



An American tradition observed far from home.

Karen Chain, Bob Henson, Mary Anna Wright
and others enjoy one of our wonderfully
prepared meals at the guest quarters.

We are one in spirit... Michael Dennis does his thing. Human essentials
are the same across all languages and cultures.



irector of
Music/Organist

Thanks to each of you for your support of our musical offerings this past year; we hac
excell ent attendance at each of our nGr a
Festival of Lessons and Carol& CD of the Lessons and Carols service is available for a
suggested donation of $10. If you would like to order a CD, send me an emalil
(lgarrisonfpc@bellsouth.neobr contact the church office.

| know some of you have been considering joining the Chancel Choir and now is a great tim
to do that. If you would like to speak with me regarding how you may take a more active role
in our music ministry, please contact me.
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& STUFF TO DO =8

Resolution #1:Learn to manage your time better.


mailto:jgarrisonfpc@bellsouth.net

Christian Education

Adult Sunday School Continues in January

Adult Bible Study- Conference Room 101, Sanctuary Building, led by Haje

Freel and. The class is studying Pag

Alton Bryant Class Fellowship Hall Parlor, led by Nolan Waller. The class us¢
The Present Wordurriculum, and will study wisdom literature in the Biblg
(Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, etc.).

Mends Bi bSessionRo@ns Sanctuary Building, 2nd floor, led by Mg
Williams.  Their study will beJourney through the Bible: (Exodus -
Deuteronomy).

Menos ClIlCenferencel Room 102, Sanctuary Building, led by Trey Bya
and John Abernathy. They continue to studixe for Everyone

2, 3, 4s (for young adults in their 20s, 30s and 4@ganland Room, Education
Building, 1st floor. They use thiéeasting on the Wordurriculum which follows
the lectionary.

Wired Word - Fellowship Hall, led by John Semmes. Each week, the cli
considers a news event from a Christian perspective.
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And This Winter . . .

FPC is offering the second of a sweek video and discussion series on
the work of Joseph Campbell, noted mythologist of the last half of the 20
century. The series will include viewing interviews with Campbell by
journalist Bill Moyers in a television series call€de Power of Mytland
discussion of the themes developed in the interviews. Sessions will be
held from 12:061:00 pm on six consecutive Tuesdays beginning Tuesday,
January 10 and continuing through February 14. Attendance at prior
discussions is not a requirement.

Please contact Ann O'Delt 2342907 for more information.



Childrends and PYF News

Daniel Howie- Director of Children's Christian Education
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Thank you all for your wonderful support of the youth Christmas tree fundraiser this yeatr!

With your help we had our most successful fundraiser
ever. We are going to Montreat!

Thank you as well to all the youth and parents who worked the lot, hauled trees,
made meals and supported me as well as the entire program.

Daniel Howie

Welcome Frances!

Our new office administrator, Frances Saralvarez, joined
the FPC staff on November 28. She and her husband,
Alex, have three children. Frances looks forward to
working with all of you. Be sure to stop by the office to
introduce yourself if you haven't yet done so.
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